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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 13-30 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 13-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hitaka et 
al (US Publication 2003/0220995 hereinafter, "Hitaka") and Satomi et al (US Patent 
7068190 hereinafter, "Satomi"). 

Regarding claim 13, Hitaka discloses an information processing system comprising a 
data storage apparatus for storing a plurality of pictures (Par. 0124 lines 1 and 2), a 
plurality of picture URLs associated with the plurality of pictures, a plurality of thumbnail 
pictures associated with the plurality of pictures, and a plurality of thumbnail picture 
URLs associated with the plurality of thumbnail pictures (Par. 0125 lines 1-4, Par. 0459 
lines 1-3, Par. 0208 lines 1-16), the data storage apparatus (i.e. photo site) providing 
the plurality of thumbnail pictures (Par. 01 24 lines 1 and 2) and the plurality of thumbnail 
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picture URLs to a first viewing apparatus and a second viewing apparatus (Par. 0208 
lines 1-16); 

a connection apparatus for connecting the first viewing apparatus and the second 
viewing apparatus (Hitaka Claim 1) over a network (Internet, Fig. 1 Drawing); 

Hitaka discloses a first viewing apparatus but does not explicitly show the first viewing 
apparatus comprising: a first display unit for displaying the plurality of thumbnail pictures 
received from the data storage apparatus and for displaying a first cursor at a location of 
one of the plurality of thumbnail pictures, wherein the first cursor is moved on the first 
display unit based on a user input; a second display unit for displaying the plurality of 
thumbnail pictures received from the data storage apparatus and a receiving unit for 
receiving the new thumbnail picture URL transmitted by the transmitting unit of the first 
viewing apparatus, whereby the second display unit is refreshed to display the second 
cursor in a new location of a new thumbnail picture associated with the new thumbnail 
picture URL received from the first viewing apparatus. However Hitaka discloses 
transferring image data stored in a first information processing apparatus (photo site)/a 
first display unit to a second information processing apparatus (print site)/second 
display unit, (Abstract) 

Satomi discloses a user accesses a Web server (121) in a photosite (105) by 
using a browser (120) of a user PC (102), browses images, and selects an image which 
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he/she wants to print out (S2, S3). A printsite (109) receives input data indicating a print 
form, print count, and the like for each selected image (S6), calculates an estimated 
price by using a print information database (119) in which print unit prices are stored 
and the price calculation module (110), and transfers the estimated price to the 
photosite (105) (S7). The photosite (105) calculates a price while factoring personal 
information into the estimated price by using a personal information database (118) and 
a price calculation module (108), and presents the price to the user (S8)(Abstract) 
wherein is a printsite (i.e. a data storage apparatus) and a photosite (i.e. a viewing 
apparatus/first display unit) and the printsite manages a receipt number 1701, an image 
number 1702, a URL 1703 on the photosite 105 which is used to acquire a print image 
file, (i.e. received from) a URL 1704 on the photosite 105 (i.e. first display unit) which is 
used to acquire a preview display image file, a URL 1705 on the photosite 105 which is 
used to acquire a thumbnail image file to be displayed on a print order window (i.e. 
second display unit) when a temporary print order is placed (Col. 21 line 18-45, Fig. 16, 
28, 31 , 34, 35). Futhermore Fig. 42 discloses a selection (i.e. cursor detected) of the 
album and a selection of the printsite at a different location. 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to 
combine the photosite and printsite of Satomi with the information processing system of 
Hitaka to efficiently transfer images from one apparatus to another. 
Claims 22 and 28 are similar in scope to claim 13 and are rejected for at least the same 
reasons. 
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Regarding claim 14, Hitaka discloses an information processing system of claim 13, 
wherein, when enlarging a thumbnail picture selected by the first cursor on the first 
display unit, the first viewing apparatus sends a thumbnail picture URL (i.e. thumbnail 
URL) associated with the thumbnail picture to the data storage apparatus (i.e. print site), 
(Par. 0406 lines 1-4); 

the data storage apparatus provides a picture (i.e. image) and a picture URL (i.e. URL) 
associated with 

the thumbnail picture URL to the first viewing apparatus (Par. 0406 lines 4-8); the first 
display unit displays the picture ; and 

the first viewing apparatus (i.e. information processing apparatus) transmits (i.e. 
transfers) the picture URL to the second viewing apparatus (i.e. another information 
processing apparatus), (Hitaka Claim 4). 

Claims 23 and 29 are similar in scope to claim 14 and are rejected for at least the same 
reasons. 

Regarding claim 15, Hitaka discloses an information processing system of claim 13, 
wherein at least one of the picture, the picture URL, the thumbnail picture, and the 
thumbnail picture URL is transmitted from the first viewing apparatus to the second 
viewing apparatus through the connection apparatus (Hitaka Claim 4). 
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Claims 24 and 30 are similar in scope to claim 15 and are rejected for at least the same 
reasons. 

Regarding claim 16, Hitaka discloses an information processing method comprising: 
storing a plurality of pictures, a plurality of picture URLs associated with the plurality of 
pictures (i.e. URLs), a plurality of thumbnail pictures associated with the plurality of 
pictures (i.e. thumbnail URL), and a plurality of thumbnail picture URLs associated with 
the plurality of thumbnail pictures (i.e. images) in a data storage apparatus (i.e. photo 
site), (Par. 0127 lines 1-7); 

providing the plurality of thumbnail pictures and the plurality of thumbnail picture 
URLs(i.e. thumbnail image acquisition URL) from the data storage apparatus to a first 
viewing apparatus and a second viewing apparatus (i.e. photo site), (Par. 0322 lines 1- 
4); 

displaying the plurality of thumbnail pictures received from the data storage apparatus 
on a first display unit of the first viewing apparatus (Par. 0322 lines 1-4); 
displaying a first cursor at a location of one of the plurality of thumbnail pictures on the 
first display unit (Par. 0323 lines 3-5); 

displaying the plurality of thumbnail pictures received from the data storage apparatus 
on a second display unit of the second viewing apparatus (Par. 0323 lines 3-5); 
displaying a second cursor at a location of one of the plurality of thumbnail pictures on 
the second display unit (Par. 0128 lines 1-5). 

connecting the first viewing apparatus and the second viewing apparatus over a 
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network via a connection apparatus (Par. 0223 lines 1-12, Par. 0324 lines 1-4); 
receiving, at the first viewing apparatus, a user input for moving the first cursor (Par. 
0252); moving the first cursor on the first display unit based on the received user input 
(Par. 0252); detecting a movement of the first cursor; specifying a new thumbnail picture 
at a new location of the first cursor (Par. 0252); Note: Hitaki discloses a method of 
moving a cursor/button used to select an album wherein a cursor is moved from one 
thumbnail picture to a specified new thumbnail picture (Par. 0252). 
transmitting a new thumbnail picture URL associated with the new thumbnail picture 
from the first viewing apparatus to the second viewing apparatus (Par. 01 69 lines 7-1 1 ); 
receiving, at the second viewing apparatus, the new thumbnail picture URL transmitted 
from first viewing apparatus (Par. 0321 lines 3-5); and 

Hitaka discloses a first viewing apparatus but does not explicitly show refreshing the 
second display unit to display the second cursor at a new location. 

Satomi discloses a user accesses a Web server (121) in a photosite (105) by 
using a browser (120) of a user PC (102), browses images, and selects an image which 
he/she wants to print out (S2, S3). A printsite (109) receives input data indicating a print 
form, print count, and the like for each selected image (S6), calculates an estimated 
price by using a print information database (119) in which print unit prices are stored 
and the price calculation module (110), and transfers the estimated price to the 
photosite (105) (S7). The photosite (105) calculates a price while factoring personal 
information into the estimated price by using a personal information database (118) and 
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a price calculation module (108), and presents the price to the user (S8)(Abstract) 
wherein is a printsite (i.e. a data storage apparatus) and a photosite (i.e. a viewing 
apparatus/first display unit) and the printsite manages a receipt number 1701, an image 
number 1702, a URL 1703 on the photosite 105 which is used to acquire a print image 
file, (i.e. received from) a URL 1704 on the photosite 105 (i.e. first display unit) which is 
used to acquire a preview display image file, a URL 1705 on the photosite 105 which is 
used to acquire a thumbnail image file to be displayed on a print order window (i.e. 
second display unit) when a temporary print order is placed (Col. 21 line 18-45, Fig. 16, 
28, 31 , 34, 35). Futhermore Fig. 42 discloses a selection (i.e. cursor detected) of the 
album and a selection of the printsite at a different location. 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to 
combine the photosite and printsite of Satomi with the information processing system of 
Hitaka to efficiently transfer images from one apparatus to another. 

Claims 19 and 25 are similar in scope to claim 16 and are rejected for at least the same 
reasons. 

Regarding claim 17, Hitaka discloses an information processing method of claim 16, 
further comprising enlarging a thumbnail picture selected by the first cursor on the first 
display unit by: 

transmitting a thumbnail picture URL associated with the thumbnail picture from the first 
viewing apparatus to the data storage apparatus (Par. 0223 lines 1-12, Par. 0324 lines 
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1-4); 

transmitting (i.e. transferring) a picture and a picture URL associated with the thumbnail 
picture 

URL from the data storage apparatus to the first viewing apparatus (Hitaka Claim 4); 
displaying the picture on the first display unit (Par. 0323 line 1-5); and 
transmitting the picture URL from the first viewing apparatus to the second viewing 
apparatus (Hitaka Claim 4). 

Claims 20 and 26 are similar in scope to claim 17 and are rejected for at least the same 
reasons. 

Regarding claim 18, Hitaka discloses an information processing method of claim 16, 
further comprising transmitting at least one of the picture, the picture URL, the 
thumbnail picture, and the thumbnail picture URL from the first viewing apparatus to the 
second viewing apparatus through the connection apparatus (Par. 0128 lines 1-5). 

Claims 21 and 27 are similar in scope to claim 18 and are rejected for at least the same 
reasons. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BRANDON PARKER whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1302. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 730- 5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dennis Chow can be reached on 571-272-7767. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner 
Art Unit 2174 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2174 



